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Mr. Norman Wilfred* Loder, M.F.H. (Throughout this article Loder’s middle named is mis-spelt with an ‘E’, rather than the correct ‘I’)
In spite of the fact that Mr. Norman Wilfred Loder is still one of the youngest of our Masters of Foxhounds, he has already obtained considerable reputation as an amateur huntsman and houndman. To be invited to preside over such a pack as the Atherstone, and to hunt the hounds himself four days a week, is a compliment that is not paid to everyone. Yet it is only such as his highly successful mastership of the Galway “Blazers” and the Southdown entitle him to. For Mr. Loder did wonders with both packs during his terms of office in Ireland and Sussex, improving the appearance of the hounds on the flags, and by obtaining their confidence in the field, and by getting them to have more confidence in themselves, increasing their hunting capabilities to a most surprising extent.
The Southdown country, with its wind-swept downs, wet, cold scenting clay, and chains of woodlands, is anything but an easy one to hunt. Yet the way that Mr. Loder’s hounds stick to and hunt down their foxes – providing capital gallops while so doing – is the admiration of all who love good hound-work; while at the same time they fully appreciate the patience and huntsmanlike qualities of the man who handles the pack.
When not hunting, Mr. Loder “lives in the kennel”; and that perhaps is the reason why his hounds have such great affection for him. Mr. Loder never missed one single day’s hunting either at Eton, Cambridge, or when Master of the Galway and the Southdown. He makes a practice of taking his hounds to the meet and bringing them home again himself; although owing to ill-health at the end of last season, it became necessary for him to go to the meets in his motor-car. The reception of his pack on arrival was then a sight to be seen. The whippers-in could not control them, they were all over him.
Mr. Norman Loder is the second son of Mr. Wilfred Hans Loder, who was the second son of Sir Robert Loder, created baronet in 1887. One of his uncles is Major Eustace Loder, of Pretty Polly fame. He was born art High Beeches, Crawley, on October 2nd, 1885, and hunted with the Crawley and Horsham Foxhounds as a boy, before going to Eton, where he at once started to run with the Beagles, afterwards whipping-in to them. He went up to Trinity College, Cambridge in 1905, whipped-in to the Draghounds in 1906; and became Master in 1907. He took over the Mastership of the Galway “Blazers” in 1909, and remained there for two seasons; coming to the Southdown in 1911, in which country (though experiencing two of the wettest seasons on record), his name will be fondly remembered for his kindly, genial nature, and the excellent sport he showed. He now takes up the reins of office in the Atherstone country, where his future career will be watched with confidence and interest. Beside the packs with which his name is chiefly associated, Mr. Loder has also hunted with the Fitzwilliam, the Burstow, the Cambridgeshire, the Oakley, the Pytchley, the Kildare, the Blackmore Vale, the East Galway, the Kilkenny, the King’s Country, the West Norfolk, the Cottesmore, Mr. Fernie’s, the Warwickshire, the Ledbury, the Old Berks, the Meath, the West Meath, and all the Sussex packs. When Master of the Cambridge Draghounds he got together a pack of draft foxhounds, and by the kind permission of Mr. George Fitzwilliam hunted occasionally in the Milton country, and in the Cambridgeshire country by Mr. Douglas Crossmore’s permission; being also given days by Lord Annaly in the Pytchley country, and Mr. Esme Arkwright in the Oakley country.
Mr. Loder rode in the Varsity Point-to-Point in 1907 and was second in the race in 1908. He has won a good many races, both Point-to-Points and under National Hunt Rules; these included, in 1907, the Athenaeum Cup at Cottenham on Sailor III, an Irish bred horse, and the Hunter’s Challenge Cup there on the same mount, as well as the Red Coat Challenge Cup on Balsham, who was by Bruree out of Arlota. In 1908 his victories included the Veteran’s Challenge Cup on Balsham at Cottenham, and the following Point-to-Points on the same horse; the Hargreaves’ Cup at Cambridge, and the Crawley and Horsham Member’s Race. He also won the Ladies’ plate on Mr. Lomax’s Sand Girl at Cambridge in 1908. Another good horse that Mr. Loder owned was Pat Rogers, who was by Ascetic out of a mare by Tom Steele, whose dam was by Blood Royal.
Mr. Loder has played a good deal of polo, representing is Varsity when they beat Oxford in 1907 and 1908, in which latter year he captained the Cambridge quartet that won the County Club’s Junior Championship at Hurlingham. This is the only occasion on which the feat has been achieved by either university. For the Old Cantabs he helped to win the Open Cup at Ostend in 1907, the Open Cup at Leamington in 1908, and the Handicap Tournament the same day; also the Open Tournament at Cirencester in 1908, and two Open Tournaments at Cambridge in 1907 and 1910. In this latter year he won an Open Tournament at Budapest and helped to carry off the Cowdray Open Tournament in 1911. Mr. Loder also represented his Varsity in a trial match at golf, besides playing cricket and racquets, so it will be seen that he has played the game all round.
When he took the Galway country he had practically to purchase a new pack, but in so doing he undoubtedly laid the foundation for its present success. While there he much improved the “puppy walks”, and was able to get out as many as forty couples before he left. On taking the Southdown country the dog-hounds were sold by the committee, as the new master found them to be obviously unsuited to the country. The task that then lay before him was anything but an easy one, for he had but 22 couples of old hounds (bitches) with which to hunt four days a week and he was only able to put on 10 couples of home-bred youngsters. But rather than buy old hounds – generally a very doubtful bargain, for masters do not part with anything worth keeping, unless they happen to be giving up – Mr. Loder purchased 19 and a half of young hounds from the V. W. H. (Lord Bathurst’s), the  Pytchley, the Heythrop, the Woodland Pytchley and the Blackmore Vale. This season he put on 10 couples of his own breeding, and made further purchases of 13 and a half couples from the Woodland Pytchley, the Meynell and the Berwickshire; so that he was thus able to dispose of many he found unsuitable to his requirements, and to grade up the pack more nearly to his standard of efficiency.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It now consists of 61 couples of bitches, of which 23 couples are young hounds. At Peterborough [show] and Reigate in 1912 the Southdown representatives were very successful, winning at the latter show with Tempest and Vision in the class for the best couple of entered bitches, while Tempest took a second prize in the class for single bitches. At Peterborough premier honours for the best two couples of entered hounds went to Tempest, Vision, Telltale and Tricksy, Tempest again standing second in the class for single bitches.
In spite of the fact that 29 and a half couples of his pack were unentered hounds when he started his first season with the Southdown, Mr. Loder showed capital sport, killing 67 and a half brace of foxes in 125 hunting days, and thus establishing a record. Scent was best after Christmas, and hounds were only stopped fives days by frost or snow. This season has been marked by many fine hunts and some particularly brilliant bits of hound-work, patience and determination triumphing over the combination of a natural cunning and scenting conditions greatly in favour of the quarry.
Mr. Loder is a fine horseman, and rides a capital type of a well-bred Irish hunter. His methods in the field are distinguished by a quick grasp of the situation when a check occurs, but great patience and confidence in his hounds, and an entire absence of undue haste and flurry.
The writer has had the opportunity of watching the handling of a pack by such masters of the art as the late Lord Willoughby de Broke, Mr. E. P. Rawnsley, the Duke of Beaufort, Will Dale, Mr. J. Maunsell Richardson, John Isaac, Frank Bartlett, Sam Morgan, Mr. J. S. H. Fullerton, Jim Smith, and other huntsmen, and he ventures to think that in Mr. Norman Loder there are already signs of a capability that should one day make his name worthy of association with even such as these.
